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-tiie case of a Portuguese claimant, whose 
government, though it has not acUially 
aboiislied, has disavt.wed the trade. When 
it i^ so iiniver^lly known that tlie Slave 
Trajie has been aboli^shed by Gceat Bri- 
tain, and when it is not improbable that 
attfcinpts may yet be mude to carry it on 
un>ier disguise, it would be a monsti-ous 
fhini; where a stpp, admitted to have been 
at one time British j>roperty, is toun.l en- 
;.;Hging in this trafJit% to say* that bouwer 
imperlix't tl^e documentary evident:e (>f the 
ffijserted transfer may bo, and h<)W;;\er start- 
ling the other cifcumstances ot the uase, no 
inqniry :inall be nuid/j into the re.d owner- 
ship. * Here are on board this vessel only 
papers of mere form, and which are in 
contradiction with each ot'?er> leaving the 
whole transaction of the transfer in great 
doubt q,nd obscurity ; and if the Court 
were to be prohibited under such circum- 
stances from inquiry into the reality of tlie 
Portuguese title, one sees how easily ihe 
provisions of the legislature would be de- 
/eated. It would ^o to repeal the act of 
parliament and the principles on which it 
is founded. That in point of fact tiiis is 
really a British-owned vessel I have little 
doubt, as I think there are appearances 
enough to shew tliat the asserted transfer 
to De Silva was only colourable. The 
Si iip comes to England, and is there pur- 
chased by iVIacdowull and Co. of Liverpool, 
from whence she is dispatched on her out- 
ward voyage with fetters on board : which 
as it appears to me, were pi^t on hourd^at 
Liverpool : the double stanchions were, I 
think, admitted to have been taken on board 
there : and she is dispatched under the 
command of V^uralst, who is evidently 
going to conduct a transaction of this na- 
ture, and for which purpose he accompa- 
nies the ship to Africa. I observe he 
knows nothing of any money being paid 
Uiider this asserted transfer. I can have 
no doubt that this Court is bound judicially 
to consider this as a British vessel, and 
that this Portuguese disguise has been kst 
sumed for the mere purpose of protecting 
the property of British merchants in a traf- 
fic which it was not lawful for them to en- 
gage in. I shall affirm the sentence as to 
the ship, with costs. 

June 6. — Judgement as to the Cargo. 
" In this case, . the Court has already 
disposed of tlie question as to the ship, 
V^Uich hud been fitted out at Liverpool vtitU 



stanchions and other accommodations ne- 
cessary for vessels employed in the Slave 

'i'raiie- In the tirst instance, tlie ship p.io- 
ceeded to Slaieira ; and it was not till htr 
arrival at Pcrnambuco that the Ptn*tu^iiesa 
fl;ig was assumed : from Pernambiu'o sLe 
sailed to Bahia, and from thence to the 

\;V;.?iin coast tlie saine master continuing 
on boardj though ostensibly in a dilfcrent 
Cajiacity.- The Court can have no doubt 
that the fraud of the British owncr-i, in 
this case invt>Ived also the asserted Foitn- 
guose owners : it is impossible to sevur the 
imud of the one party from the fraud of the 
otiier. The fraudulent intention of the 
party here was to be carried into eSiect by 
the Traclulent co-operation of this De Silva, 
wlio %vas to become the instrument of a si- 
mulated transfer. I do not mean to lay it 
down that if goods were put on board an 
apnarently Portuguese ship, though in re- 
ality a British ship, &.n innocent owner 
would he affected, bona fide believing that 
he was embarking his property on board a 
Portuguese vessel ; but here the colourable 
oivncr of the ship is the asserted owner of 
the cargo. I consider .the whole interest of 
t?ie adventure lo reside in the British mer- 
chants, and that De Silva is merely lending 
his name arid agency to further a deception 
practised on British laws, Tlierefore I see 
no reas{m why the cargo should not follow 
the fate of the sliip, with -which it is involv- 
ed in one common frau4> 



PETITION tK FAVOUR OF A MODIFICA- 
TION OF TITHES. ■ 

To the 'Right ILmmirable Qnd Hiynort ruble 
the Knights, ^'■c. ^-c. in Parliament as- 
se.'ubied. 

The humble petition of tile Freeliolders 
of the County of Kilkenny, duly conVLiied 
by the High Sheritf "f Said County. 

Sheweth, 
That an arrangement, calculated to af- 
ford the Established Clergy a fair equiva- 
lent for the Income cleared by them from 
Tithes, would be attended with the most 
beneiicial consequences to the counti-y, by 
promoting, in tb^ most effectual manner, 
its agriculture and trauquillity. 

Tiiat your Petitioners are fully ^onvinc-* 
ed that it is only necessar^forthisllonourar. 
He House to direct its serious attention to 
the subject i to siucceed in d^visin^ an ^ 
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quivalent satisfactory to the Clergy and tlie 
Laity ; and your Petitioners therefore most 
humbly entreat this Honourable House 
will be graciously pleased to tjil"! this most 



important matter into its immediate coi»r 
sideration* 

And your petitioners will evei pray. 
Kilkenny, Oct. 13tA1812. 



MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF POLITICS. 



THE lale Parliament having, 
like other Parliaments, begun 
to shfiw some symptoms of repen- 
tance and amendment in the latter 
period of its existence, has expe- 
rienced a premature dissolution. Ad- 
ministration finds it expedient, per- 
haps necessary, to arrest the atten- 
tion and occupy the minds of the. 
people by what is called an exercise 
of the rights of election. Whatever 
may have been the intendment of the 
constitution, the House of Commons 
13 not an elective, but, to all pur- 
poses, an hendilary House. It be- 
longs as an inheritance tq the 
borough estate, the fourth estate in 
the practice of the consiiiution. The 
form and semblance of freedom may 
be preserved, but the component 
materials of the House of Commons 
iij perfectly the same, after as before 
a new election ; and after this intJve- 
able part of the government has suf- 
fered a little sliaUin^', all settle, and 
subside in much the same situation ; 
a state in which the people may he 
said to be personated rather than re- 
jiresented. The paltry interest which 
the public appears to hold in thftt 
House, shades their eyes from its 
real condition, as well as their own ; 
and the occasional periodical bustle 
gives a certain air of liberty, a cer- 
tain unintelligible somethini;, that in- 
toxicates the country, for a time, into 
a wretched satisfaction, and a dis- 
graceful acquiescence. 

In fact, the good people of these 
countries w'ill, in many places, be 
put to much trouble and loss of time, 
for very little, or for no purpose ; for 



a half or whole dozen of new fiices o^ 
the benches of the House, who, even 
on the .sii|i)posilion of their iTeing ac- 
tive and zealous patriots, will never 
be of much personal weight, and will 
never be able to' acquire any party 
importance. This assembly is con- 
ducted on the principles of a fashion- 
able club ; it is a pliiee for the minop 
nobility of the land : ('' barones mi- 
nores") for a certain cast or grade of 
fashionable society, which willingly 
admits, and associates with only those 
of the same description, and easily 
coiitrives means for rejecting, and 
virtualty e-spelhng, or placing in Co- 
ventry, all those vyithouttbat neces- 
sary qualification either of title or. 
of wealth, howevpr acquired, which 
is essential to become a member of 
the club. Individuals, without such 
pre-requisites, may be intruded by 
personal ability, or the foolish im- 
pulse of the people; but they will 
quickly find themselves gasping, 
painfully, and unprofitably, in a 
new element, and,' after a few fruit- 
less eflfbrls, will quick iy conform to 
the necessity of resting on their seats, 
and holding close their mouths. Sir 
Francis Burdett is heard, from his 
rank, wealth, apd situation in'polite: 
society ; but John Home Tooke, 
a man of the greatest intrepidity of 
rnind, and power of forehead, after 
being listened to once and again, was 
obliged to succumb into silence. 
There is an understood mode of 
hustling, and of hushing the most 
obstinate and obstreperous orator ; and 
it appears strange that stich men as 
Mr. \VaithiBan or Mr. Cobbett woul4 



